SOSFTC FAQ 

Visit:  www.SOSFTC.com for additional information and press photos

What is the new resolution?

The resolution places a moratorium on further destruction and loss of recreational facilities in the City.  The Ma-Daly resolution cites “a significant diminishment of recreational space,” and calls for a “one-for-one replacement of each square foot of recreational space demolished with a new recreational space on-site.”  The controls will be in effect for 18 months or until the adoption of permanent legislation regulating changes in recreational spaces.  Supervisors Jake McGoldrick, Gerardo Sandoval, and Ross Mirkarimi have added their names as co-sponsors.

How will it affect recreational facilities in the City?

Two of the facilities protected by the Ma-Daly legislation are the San Francisco Tennis Club and the Golden Gateway Swim & Tennis Club, both of which are currently threatened by condo developers.  This recreation preservation bill comes when a lot of recreation facilities are being torn down.

Q. 1

What is the Save Our San Francisco Tennis Club committee?

The SOSFTC committee was formed to represent the San Francisco Tennis Club’s members in the fight to keep the tennis club facility from being demolished and replaced by market-rate condos. The members elected the SOSFTC leader. 

Q. 2

Why should anyone except the club members care about saving a tennis club?

 Recreation is under siege. San Francisco and especially the SOMA area need recreational facilities. For 30 years, the City has lost recreational facilities and these are not being replaced. The City has lost its bowling alleys, ice-skating rinks, and now tennis and swimming pools are under siege. 

This Tennis Club serves 1500 members, has 34 USTA tennis teams, and hosts another 1200 visitors mostly from San Francisco. San Francisco Park & Rec has only one tennis facility, at Golden Gate Park, large enough for an active team program. It already has 48 teams. It could not absorb all these players.

One more point: SFTC is more than a tennis club.  It also has 5 fitness rooms with equipment for cardio, weights, Pilates, spinning, yoga, kickboxing and offers fitness programs and classes. 

Q. 3

Aren’t there recreational facilities already in SOMA?

There are very few recreational facilities in the SOMA area. There is a Rec Center at Sixth & Folsom with only two fulltime employees. There is a new playground, Draves Park, at 7th & Harrison. During school hours at Bessie Carmichael School, the park is closed to the public. There are no tennis courts in SOMA. There will be one tennis court built in Mission Bay -- across the railroad tracks – in an area with new housing for another 6,000 residents.  On the whole, most of the new recreation is private and accessible only to the tenants and owners of condos.

Q. 4

What’s so special about the San Francisco Tennis Club?

The SFTC has been operating for some 34 years and serving many San Franciscans, including youth and seniors. 

SFTC is very diverse and includes people of all ethnic, income levels, and sexual preferences.

SFTC has been a long-time contributor to the community. SFTC hosts many charitable events that support police, fire, YMCA, and Asian communities. SFTC also provides scholarships to youth and raises money for Youth Tennis Advantage, a tutoring and tennis program.

SFTC has over 100 employees, 60% are minorities.

Local high schools and colleges use the club for practice and for matches. It is a practice facility for many national pros. For example, Andre Agassi and Brad Gilbert have played there many times.

Q. 5

I understand the property is sold to a builder. Isn’t it a done deal?

The sale has not closed. SOSFTC is trying to show that the lack of recreation in the City demands that we keep the property as a recreation facility.  In fact, two San Francisco supervisors, Fiona Ma and Chris Daly, have introduced a resolution that would prevent the loss of recreational facilities. 

Q. 6

Why should the City save the tennis club?

San Francisco needs to keep the recreation it has. The Tennis Club serves people from all over the City. The SOMA district where the club is located is growing rapidly. Such growth should plan for a balanced community where there are places to live, to work, and to play.

Q. 7

Replacing the tennis club with a new condominium project will provide the city with more housing. Isn’t housing a very important need in this city?

Actually, they’re plenty of market-rate housing, not enough affordable housing, and no plans for recreation. The proposed development is for more market-rate housing.

There are some 30,000 condominiums in planning or in construction at this time in Western SOMA. 500 Market-rate condos will add to growing traffic congestion in the SOMA area. In fact, the corner at 5th & Brannan is one of the most dangerous in the city. Condos will add just one more frustration in getting around or through the SOMA area.

Q. 8

Why care about tennis?

While we see the big hitters on TV, actually people of all ages and abilities play the sport. Indoor tennis can be played year round. Lighted courts make it possible for working people to play either before or after work. 

Tennis is a sport for all ages. There are programs for kids as young as 6 and SFTC has a national tournament for men over 65.

Tennis is a team sport. SFTC has over 900 people playing on 34 teams. Golden Gate Park has 48 teams.  If the city loses SFTC, there is no way that Golden Gate Park could absorb all these players.

Q. 9

I understand that most of the club membership does not live in the SOMA area? 
Golden Gate Park is a resource for tennis players throughout the City. No one talks about where they live; they need only to demonstrate that they live in San Francisco to become a member. The San Francisco Tennis Club is also a citywide resource. Club members live throughout the city. 

Q. 10

Isn’t the San Francisco Tennis Club an exclusive, expensive and private club?

Exclusive?    No, there is no initiation fee. Membership at the club is highly diverse in terms of ethnicity and economic status. About 40% are minorities. Members are typically middle class.

Expensive?   No, monthly dues range from youth who pay $80 to families who pay $199.  

Private? No, it is no more private than the YMCA or 24-Hour Fitness. 

Q. 11

Aren’t there plenty of tennis courts in the city?

No, there aren’t. A 2006 Tennis Coalition Survey, which included participation by the San Francisco Park & Rec Department, found that there are 127 courts (down from 156, which was the 2004 figure).  40% of them are in poor condition and very few have lights. There are no tennis courts in SOMA nor in District 6. 

The 2004 Park & Rec Recreational Assessment revealed that tennis is highly rated by citizens. It ranked 7 of 21 as a needed type of recreation. It was considered at or near the top when it comes to using tax dollars to support tennis facilities. It ranked 8 of 20 as among the most important recreational facility to households, and 8 out of 16 among activities that are participated in.

The City’s pattern of having only 1 or 2 courts at one site won’t support tennis teams. That’s why there’s only one place with City courts that has USTA teams – Golden Gate Park.

Q. 12

Aren’t there two new recreational parks near the Tennis Club?

Yes, but they are barely going to serve the needs of SOMA. 

The Victoria Manalo Draves Park has no tennis courts and will be closed to the public during school hours at the Bessie Carmichael School. 

The Mission Creek Sports Park is not in SOMA. The site for the new lone lighted tennis court is across the railroad tracks and accessible only via Fourth Street. The necessary detour makes it 8 blocks from 5th and Brannan. Clearly these two new parks with one tennis court cannot accommodate the recreation needs of the growing population of this SOMA neighborhood and will not replace the Tennis Club.

Q. 13

Is there any impact on jobs with the demise of the club?


The tennis club is one of the largest employers in Western SOMA. There are over 100 employees, full-time and part-time, at the club. 60% of the employees are minorities. And 21 have worked at the club for more than 10 years. Most are service jobs – maintenance, laundry, security, front desk, wait staff and cooks. Part-time employees are students, working mothers, or those caring for their aged parents. They can’t afford to lose their jobs.

The proposed replacement for these jobs is for entrepreneurs and start-up businesses. Current employees do fit into that profile.

Q. 14

What other impacts would a condo project have on the neighborhood?


Given the proposed plan, the developer would reduce the 53 on-street parking spaces along Bluxome alley to just 15. 
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