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RESOLUTION INTRODUCED TO PROTECT SAN FRANCISCO’S RECREATION FACILITIES 

Private Recreation Saved to Help Youth, Families, and seniors

San Francisco, December 12, 2006— Former San Francisco Supervisor Fiona Ma (now a member of the California State Assembly) and Supervisor Chris Daly sponsored a resolution today placing an 18-month moratorium on further destruction and loss of recreational facilities in the City. The resolution, initially introduced by Ma, was presented today at a press conference on the steps of City Hall. The resolution passed unanimously, 11-0, and will protect the San Francisco Tennis Club as well as other facilities, such as the Golden Gate Tennis & Swim Club. 

The Ma-Daly resolution cites “a significant diminishment of recreational space,” and calls for a “one-for-one replacement of each square foot of recreational space demolished with a new recreational space on-site.” The controls will be in effect for 18 months or until the adoption of permanent legislation regulating changes in recreational spaces. 

The growing concern over further destruction of sports and recreational facilities is prompted by a longtime trend in losing them:

· The Presidio may have to eliminate softball fields because of environmental concerns.

· The Embarcadero YMCA is evaluating a change of location and use.

· The popular Japantown bowling alley was torn down for housing.

· The Mission Bay Golf Range is now the site of condos.

· The San Francisco Tennis Club is under threat of destruction for condos.

· The Golden Gateway Tennis & Swim Club has fought with four different developers.

· For 30 years, numerous other recreational facilities have been closed including bowling alleys, ice skating rinks, and swimming pools. 

· City tennis courts are in decline due to limited funding for maintenance and repair.

Assembly Member Ma noted: “We have seen a trend towards eliminating recreational facilities occurring over many years and it is now accelerating. It is time to take a stand or we will have nothing left of our recreational resources. The resolution protects private recreational facilities as well since they serve the public good without using public funds.”

While the legislation will protect existing recreational facilities throughout San Francisco, the Supervisors are especially concerned about the situation in SOMA. Skyrocketing land values there have triggered a development boom that threatens the limited recreational resources currently in existence. (A recent survey showed the 6th District is the City’s least-served area for recreational outlets.) 


Supervisor Daly positioned the value of recreation: “Kids, seniors, families -- all of us need places to exercise. A neighborhood is not complete without a place to play. I am determined to improve the quality of life in the City by protecting existing recreational spaces.” 

Tennis Players Support New Legislation

Two of the largest facilities the Ma-Daly legislation would protect are the San Francisco Tennis Club and the Golden Gateway Swim & Tennis Club, both of which are threatened by condo developers. A wealthy out-of-state developer currently threatens the San Francisco Tennis Club. Pulte Homes, based in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, seeks City permission to demolish the recreation and tennis facility at Fifth and Brannan to build 500 market-rate condos. Additionally, the developers seek special City approval for a zoning change that will allow for increased height.

“Recreation is under siege in the city. The San Francisco Tennis Club provides a much-needed recreational facility for the San Francisco community. Demolishing a major recreational center in a district expecting an additional 30,000 residents in the coming years defies common sense,” said Lena Grotz, a member- elected leader of Save Our San Francisco Tennis Club (SOSFTC). 

Grotz added, “A lack of recreation contributes to the exodus of families from the City and flies in the face of Mayor Gavin Newsom’s April initiative supporting physical fitness and his announced support of recreation. Recreation also has been linked to lowering crime rates.” 

SOSFTC, which represents nearly 1,500 Bay Area citizens who belong to the San Francisco Tennis Club, has launched a campaign to save the nationally recognized facility from destruction. 

Dallas-based ClubCorp operates the San Francisco Tennis Club, a $1.5-billion privately owned corporation that owns and operates nearly 200 golf courses, country clubs, resorts, and business clubs worldwide. ClubCorp is completing a sale of its assets to KSL Capital Partners. 

Lee Radner, leader of FOGG, Friends of Golden Gateway, noted: “Both clubs serve residents from all over the city at a time when San Francisco has little money for building and maintaining recreation. Golden Gate Park is the only city tennis complex that has tennis teams. Losing the two private tennis clubs would hurt the City because there is no money to maintain what they have and no room to absorb the teams they would lose.” 

Recent Survey Shows Loss of Recreation Sites; Popularity of Tennis

San Francisco residents have said that they want to keep and expand tennis. A 2004 study, commissioned by the San Francisco Department of Parks & Recreation, revealed that: 

· Tennis is among the most “important” recreational activities to residents. Interest in tennis is growing, and diversity in tennis is increasing among new players.

· Exercise and fitness facilities are a leading funding priority. 

Equally important, the study shows:

· District 6, whose population is expected to increase by 30,000 in the next decade, is underserved in recreational outlets. For example, the South of Market Community Action Network (SOMCAN) says that there are 5,000 seniors in SOMA who want a safe place to walk and exercise.

Additionally, a Tennis Coalition survey conducted in 2006 showed that the number of public courts in the City is shrinking; many are in poor condition; only a few have lights. San Francisco has no public indoor courts. Only one other public tennis facility in the entire city, at Golden Gate Park, is large enough to support organized tennis teams and tournaments. Loretta Conway, co-chair of the Tennis Coalition, said, “You need indoor courts to play year-round. You need lights for working people to play before or after work. And you need a concentrated number of courts to support team and league play.”

Leaders of the groups to save the San Francisco Tennis Club and the Golden Gateway Tennis & Swim Club note that private recreation facilities are an important part of the City’s fabric. In addition to providing sports facilities, both clubs offer additional citywide services – many charitable and fund-raising activities, support for at-risk youth, wellness and fitness programs, jobs, and accessibility.
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�I am using themes from the Task Force -- Quality of Life and Complete Neighborhoods.


�The content and structure of earlier quote was too similar to Lena quote. Make a new point here.





